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IN RE: )
Application of Alpine Utilities, )
inc. for adjustments of rates and )
charges for the provision of sewer )
service and the establishment of )
additional rates and charges. )

)
)

INTERVENORrs RESPONSE TO
APPLICANT'S REPLY TO

RESPONSE TO APPLICANT'S
ANSWER IN OPPOSITION

AND OBJECTION
TO PETITION TO INTERVENE

INTRODUCTION

James C. Cook and Carolyn Cook, General Partners of Happy Rabbit, a South Carolina Limited

Partnership, owners and operators of Windridge Townhomes, on behalf of Windridge Townhomes

(hereinafter the, "Intervenor*') filed a timely Petition to Intervene in this Docket. Thereafier, Applicant

filed a document styled as, "Applicant's Answer in Opposition and Objection to Petition to Intervene".

Intervenor* s Response and Clarification followed. Thereafier, Applicant filed a pleading styled as,

"Applicant's Reply to Response to Answer in Opposition and Objection to Petition to Intervene".

Intervenor's Response to Applicant's Reply to Response to Answer in Opposition and Objection to

Petition to Intervene follows:
RESPONSE

This response relates back to, and incorporates by reference, Intervenor's Petition to Intervene.

Intervenor, through counsel, responds seriatim to the numbering of Applicant's latest pleading:

l. Under the definition of "customer", pertinent to the Public Service Commission of

South Carolina, (hereinafier, "Commission" ), Windridge Townhomes (hereinafter,

"Windridge") is a customer of Alpine Utilities, (hereinafier, "Applicant" ). Windridge is

owned and operated by a partnership (Happy Rabbit, a South Carolina Limited Partnership),

and under the definition of "customer", pertinent to this Commission, a Partnership may be a

Customer of a Utility. James C. Cook and Camlyn Cook are General Partners of Happy

Rabbit, a South Carolina Limited Pannership and can, "speak" on behalf of Happy Rabbit, a

South Carolina Limited Partnership. In fact, the only "voice" for a Partnership in business

matters is its partners. Applicant's argument is that no one may "speak" on behalf of

Windridge in this proceeding.

2. Number 2 of Applicant's latest Response requires no further discussion.
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3. Applicant's argument in number 3 of its latest Response misapprehends the facts of this

case. It is obvious that Intervenor intervened on behalf of Happy Rabbit, a South Carolina

Limited Partnership, owners and operators of Windridge Townhomes. A fair reading of

Intervenor's Petition to Intervene discloses that Intervenor's intervention was on behalf of

Windridge and not themselves individually. In fact, James C. Cook and Carolyn Cook are not

residents of Windridge, are not customers of Applicant and Applicant's assertion of their

individual intervention is without merit. Given that fact, an intervention by James C. Cook and

Carolyn Cook, as individuals, would be nonsensicaL

4. Applicant's argument in number 4 of its latest Response places an emphasis on form

over substance and attempts to prevent a customer of a utility seeking an unreasonable rate

increase from being heard in this proceeding. Applicant's attempts to silence a customer are

contrary to the past practices of this Commission of allowing all matters before this

Commission to be fully and fairly litigated. The Record discloses that Intervenor has already

filed a timely and legally sufficient Petition to Intervene in this matter with this Commission.

CONCLUSION

Based on the foregoing, Applicant's Objection should be dismissed as being without

merit and/or rendered moot by Intervenor's retention of South Carolina legal counsel, and Intervenor

should be granted full Intervenor status and for such other and fiuther relief as this Commission may

deem just and reasonable.

Respectfully Submitted,

/S/

Richard L. Whitt
AUSTIN dr ROGERS, P.A.
508 Hampton Street, Suite 300
Columbia South Carolina, 29201
803-251-7442

Columbia, South Carolina

Attorney for Intervenors James C. Cook and

Carolyn Cook, General Partners of Happy Rabbit,
a South Carolina Limited Partnership, owners and

operators of Windridge Town Homes.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1, Jennifer Stevenson, an employee of Austin dr Rogers, P.A., certify that I emailed a copy

of Intervenor's Response to Applicant's Reply to Response to Applicant's Answer In

Opposition and Objection to Petition to Intervene via electronic mail as addressed below.

Nanette Edwards, Esquire
South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff

nsedwar@regstaff. sc.gov

John M.S. Hoefer, Esquire
Counsel for Alpine Utilities, Inc.

jhoefer@wiltoughbyhoefer. corn

Austin dc Rogers, P.A.
/S/

Jennifer Stevenson

Columbia, South Carolina
July 18, 2008


